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In Perplexors, we have devised a worksheet that is simplicity itself. In our research, we have discovered that
the biggest obstacle anyone doing logic problems has to overcome is keeping track of the information given
by the clues. Other logic workbooks require the solver to work with or create a matrix and use “X’s” and
“Os” to keep track of information. This works, but we have found that it does not work very well for most
children. Instead, we have discovered that if you list all the possibilities in any category and simply cross off
the eliminated possibilities as you get them from the clues, you see the information organizing itself in front
of your eyes. Suddenly, all is revealed clearly and the solver can concentrate on thinking. When an answer
is known for sure, you circle it and cross off that answer everywhere else, and also cross off any remaining
possibilities in that particular category. The best way to learn the method is to work one or two puzzles
yourself. Get out a pencil and use the “cross out” and “circle” technique on the sample puzzle below.

CAT COUNTRY THE CLUES

Bill, Bob and Bel owned cats with three
different names. Their names were Tabby,

different colored collars. Their collars were

. Flabby and Crabby were not depressed.
. Bill and Bob did not own Tabby.

. Bob’s cat did not wear blue or have fleas.
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Flabby and Crabby. The cats wore three i 3. The cat in red was depressed.
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red, yellow and blue. The cats suffered from
three different afflictions: fleas, hairballs and
depression. Based on the clues, match the
owners with their cat’s names, their collar
colors and their afflictions.

. Flabby had fleas.
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Tabby Tabby Tabby
Flabby Flabby Flabby
Crabby Crabby Crabby
red collar red collar red collar
yellow collar yellow collar yellow collar
blue collar blue collar blue collar
fleas . fleas fleas
hairballs hairballs hairballs
depression depression depression
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